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EFFECTIVE: 

3/13/2020



I. Purpose: 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is responding to an outbreak of a 
respiratory disease caused by a new coronavirus that has been detected in the United States, 
including areas of Connecticut.  The new disease has been named “Coronavirus Disease 2019” 
(abbreviated “COVID-19”).  Governor Ned Lamont declared a public health emergency on 
March 10, 2020 in an effort to contain COVID-19.  The purpose of the Departmental Directive 
is to provide guidelines to officers in relation to arrests during the period in which COVID-19 
is deemed a serious health issue.  This Special Order shall be kept in place until further notice.
II. Policy:
It is the policy of the XYZ Police Department that all sworn personnel shall recognize that alternatives to in-custody arrests and pre-arraignment confinement are available and shall be used, absent specific circumstances outlined below.  
III. Adult Misdemeanor - On-site Arrest Procedures:
Except for the circumstances outlined as (1.), (2.), and (3), officers effecting the arrest of any adult person with or without a warrant for the commission of a misdemeanor, shall issue a misdemeanor summons and release them on a promise to appear.  The court date on the summons will be set for approximately 30 days from the date of arrest.  
1. Any misdemeanor offense involving domestic violence; however an exception to this procedure would be the case where both parents are subject to arrest and children are present and in the home and need to be cared for.  A summons to one of the parents may be issued upon approval of a Sergeant or higher-ranking officer.  The summons issued for the misdemeanor domestic violence arrest shall be issued with a court date that consists of the next business day.
2. Any misdemeanor offense of Operating Under the Influence;
3. Any arrest made pursuant to a misdemeanor warrant where a bond has been established by the signing Judge. 
IV.
Adult Felony – On-site Arrest Procedures:




Felony arrests shall be handled in accordance with pre-established protocols and State Statutes.
V.
Juvenile Misdemeanor/Felony – On-site Arrest Procedures:

Any juvenile offense shall be given a court date after March 27, 2020.  Serious Juvenile 
Offenses (SJOs), Take Into Custody (TICs), and Orders to Detain shall be handled in 
accordance with pre-established protocols.
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